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New York State Credit Requirements 
 

 Regents Diploma1 Advanced Regents 
Diploma 

 

English Language Arts 
(ELA) 

8 8 

Math (including at least 2 
credits of advanced math 
(e.g. Geometry or Algebra II) 

6 6 

Social Studies  
Global History (4) 
US History (2) 
Government (1) 
Economics (1) 

8 8 

Science  
Life Sciences (2) 
Physical Sciences (2) 
Life or Physical Sciences (2) 

6 6 
 

Languages Other Than 
English (LOTE) 

2 6 

Arts 2 2 

Physical Education 4 4 

Health 1 1 

Electives 7 3 

Total 44 44 

                                                 
1 The same credit requirements for the Regents Diploma are needed for the Students with Disabilities 
Local Diploma 
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New York State Regents Requirements 

 

Course/Diploma 
Type 

Special Education 
Local Diploma Safety 

Net2 

Regents Diploma Advanced Regents 
Diploma 

Comprehensive 
English Regents 

Exam 

55+ 65+ 65+ 

Mathematics 
Regents Exam 
● Algebra I 
● Geometry  
● Algebra II 

55+ on one 
mathematics exam 

65+ on one 
mathematics exam  

65+ on three math 
exams 

 

Social Studies Exam 
● Global History 

and 
Geography  

● US History 

55+ on one social 
studies exam 

65+ on one social 
studies exam 

65+ on one social 
studies exam 

Science Regents 
Exam 

● Living 
Environment 

● Earth Science 
● Chemistry 
● Physics 

55+ on one science 
exam 

65+ on one science 
exam 

65+ on Living 
Environment and one 

other science exam 
 

Language Other 
Than English (LOTE) 

Exam 

Not Required Not Required 65+ on LOTE Exam 

+1 Option 55+ on any additional 
NYS Regents Exam 

65+ on any additional 
NYS Regents Exam 

65+ on any additional 
NYS Regents Exam 

 
 

 
                                                 
2 For individual appeals and compensatory score options if under a 55 but over a 45, please speak with a 
member of the CCS team 
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Inwood Academy Grading Scale  

Letter Grade 
Percent 
Grade 4.0 Scale Honors Courses AP Courses 

A+ 97-100 4.0 4.5 5.0 

A 93-96 4.0 4.5 5.0 

A- 90-92 3.7 4.2 4.7 

B+ 87-89 3.3 3.8 4.3 

B 85-86 3.0 3.5 4.0 

B- 83-84 2.9 3.4 3.9 

B- 80-82 2.8 3.3 3.8 

C+ 77-79 2.6 3.1 3.6 

C 73-76 2.5 3.0 3.5 

C- 70-72 2.4 2.9 3.4 

D+ 67-69 2.2 2.7 3.2 

D 65-66 2.0 2.5 3.0 

D- 63-64 1.9 2.4 2.9 

D- 60-62 1.8 2.3 2.8 

F 57-59 1.7 2.2 2.7 

F 55-56 1.6 2.1 2.6 

F 52-54 1.5 2.0 2.5 

F 50-51 1.4 1.9 2.4 

F 41-49 1.3 1.8 2.3 

F 21-40 1.2 1.7 2.2 

F 1-20 1.1 1.6 2.1 
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Credit Policies and Academic Awards 

Credit and GPA Policies 

To receive one credit, students must have 54 hours of instructional time.  Credits 
are awarded at the end of the semester if a student receives a class grade of 2.0 
(65-66%).   

Students who do not receive the proper units of credit in courses mandated for 
graduation will need to retake courses, either in summer school or as added 
courses in the next school year.  When students retake a failed course and receive 
a higher grade, the original grade will be removed from their overall GPA 
calculation.  

Throughout the year, students will receive progress reports.  These reports should 
be seen as academic check-ins, and do not freeze the grade at that point.  Course 
grades are cumulative over the entirety of the semester.  

Academic Awards 

Each semester, academic recognition will be given to students who have 
demonstrated outstanding class performance. 

Honor GPA Range 

High Honors 3.75 and above 

Honors 3.5-3.74 

3.0 Club 3.0-3.49 

 

National Honor Society 

Students with a cumulative GPA of 3.0, and IEP/ELL students with a cumulative 
GPA of 2.85 or above at the end of the first semester of their junior year are 
eligible to apply for National Honor Society.  Eligible students should speak to a 
member of the College and Career Success Department for further information. 
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Course Coding System 
Each IAL High School class has an accompanying course code.  Please refer to the 
following Coding System to understand the course codes. 

Department  Course Course in 
Sequence 

Misc. Codes 

History 
English 
Mathematics 
Science 
College & Career 
Phys Ed/Health 
Arts 
World Languages 
 

Use the first letter 
of the course 
name (for AP, use 
the first letter of 
the course after 
AP designation) 
 
 
 

1. Course 1 
2. Course 2 
3. Course 3 
4. Course 4 
5. Standalone 

course/not 
in a 
sequence 

6. Reg Prep 
/Recovery 
 

 
 
 

1. Gen. Ed. 
2. Honors 
3. AP 
4. Not for 

credit 
5. S/U 
6. SPED/ELL 
7. Misc. 

 

 

Examples: 

Global History II → HG21 (Department: History, Course: Global History, Year in 
Sequence: 2, Miscellaneous: general education course) 

Drawing → AD51 (Department: Art, Course: Drawing, Year in Sequence: 
Standalone Course, Miscellaneous: General Education Course) 
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College and Career Success Department 
The Leadership Program at Inwood Academy for Leadership High School is built around the five 
core character traits that define the school’s mission: honesty, integrity, responsibility, caring, 
and restraint.   

Freshman Studies in Leadership (0.5 credit/semester) - CF15 

Course Description: This freshman year course is the first in the IAL Leadership Program Sequence.  In 
these small class sections, students will study local, national, and international figures of the 
contemporary and historical world  through the lens of the character traits.  This portion of the course 
will culminate in a research project, in which students study one individual who they believe teaches 
them what it means to have character.  In addition, this course serves as an intensive freshman 
advisement period.  Students will have weekly grade check-ins, will complete academic and character 
goal setting plans, and will conference in a small-group setting about college and career plans. 

Sophomore Advisement (not credit bearing) - CS24 

Course Description: In this course, students will have mandated monthly meetings with their academic 
advisor.  Working in conjunction with the College and Career Success team, advisors will continue to 
monitor and advise students academically, while continuing to develop academic and character goal 
setting plans.  By the end of the year, students will develop a proposal for a community problem they 
hope to address. 

College and Career Prep (0.5 credits/semester) - CC35 

Course Description: This one credit course is taken over the entire junior year.  This course serves as 
both an intensive preparation for the SAT exam and a College Prep course.  Students will split the week 
between SAT preparation, using data from their PSAT exam to target problem areas, and college 
research and preparation.  By the end of the course, students will create a list of colleges they plan to 
apply to, will identify and speak with teachers they hope to use as references, and will write a personal 
statement for college and job applications. 

Senior Capstone Project in Leadership (0.5 credit/semester) - CS45 

Course Description: In the Capstone Project, students will put theory to action.  Through an internship, 
research project, or volunteer work, students will actively engage with the community problem they 
identified in their sophomore year.  Students will create a final project in which they will demonstrate an 
understanding of how character influences the ability to create real, lasting change and improvements 
in our communities.  Students will submit their projects to the Executive Director and Board of 
Education.  One student will be chosen to present their project at graduation, and will receive the 
Inwood Academy Student Leadership Award.   In the first semester, students will finalize their list of 
colleges, complete applications, write supplemental essays, apply for scholarships,  complete financial 
aid documentation, and conduct practice interviews if applicable.  In the Spring, students will continue 
with financial aid paperwork and make final enrollment decisions.  Students will also complete mini-
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seminars in college course enrollment, organization, and financial management.  Students are only 
eligible for the Senior Capstone if they 1) have passed all other courses in the leadership sequence, 2) are 
on track for graduation, and 3) have completed their volunteer hours through junior year. 
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The English Department 
The English Department at Inwood Academy for Leadership High School will help students to 
read, write, and communicate effectively.  Students will study literature and nonfiction writing 
from around the world, and will learn to understand and appreciate complex texts.  All students 
have ideas, and the English Department will help each and every student to expand upon and 
better articulate those ideas through discussion and writing. 

English I (1 credit/semester) - EE11 

In this first course in the high school sequence, students will be challenged to read, write, and 
think critically as they explore a wide array of fiction and nonfiction writing.  This course builds 
upon students’ prior knowledge of grammar, vocabulary, word usage, and the mechanics of 
writing, and incorporates components of language use: reading, writing, speaking, and 
listening.  

English II (1 credit/semester) - EE21 

English II expands on the foundation of English I.  This course offers a balanced focus on 
composition and literature.  Students will learn about the alternate aims and audiences of 
written compositions by writing persuasive, critical, and creative multi-paragraph essays and 
compositions. Through the study of various genres of literature, students will improve their 
reading rate and comprehension, develop the skills to determine the author’s intent and 
theme, and learn to recognize the techniques used by the author to deliver his or her message. 

English II Honors (1 credit/semester) - EE22 

English II Honors serves as a hybrid of English II and English III.  This course offers an early 
Regents pathway for students, as those enrolled in the course will take the ELA Regents Exam at 
the end of their 10th grade year.  Enrollment in this challenging course is recommended for 
students with strong English language reading and writing ability, teacher recommendations, 
and an interest in early entry into the College Now Program, which requires a grade of 75 or 
higher on the ELA Regents Exam.   

English III Common Core (1 credit/semester) - EE31 

English III is the Common Core ELA Regents Exam preparation course, which will prepare 
students for the exam at the end of the year.  This course will continue to develop students’ 
writing skills by emphasizing clear, logical writing patterns, word choice, and usage, as students 
write essays and begin to learn the techniques of writing research papers. Students will 
continue to read works of literature, which often form the backbone of the writing 
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assignments. Literary conventions and stylistic devices may receive greater emphasis than in 
previous courses. 

English III Honors (1 credit/semester) - EE32 

English III Honors serves as a hybrid of English III and an AP bridge course, which would prepare 
students to take AP Language and Composition, AP English Language and Composition, or AP 
English Literature and Composition during their senior years.  The course is open to those 
students who have successfully passed the ELA Regents Examination.  Students will begin to 
read and compose essays on a college-ready level. 

English IV (1 credit/semester) - EE41 

English IV blends composition and literature into a cohesive whole. Students will write critical 
and comparative analyses of selected literature, while continuing to develop their language arts 
skills. Students in this course will write a combination of multi-paragraph essays and full-length 
research papers.   

Ethics (1 credit/semester) - EE51 

Is incarceration ethically acceptable?  Should abortion be illegal?  Is what’s best for the 
individual what’s best for society?  In Ethics, students will explore big questions, arguing and 
debating about both contemporary and historical issues facing the world.  This course places a 
heavy emphasis on critical reading, writing, and speaking, and is geared toward students who 
love to argue and debate.  Students will be challenged to articulate their positions with clarity 
and strength, and will develop their writing through intensive peer-editing and revision.  Course 
prerequisites - English I 

Journalism and Creative Writing (1 credit/semester) - EC51 

Want to help create the school newspaper?  Interested in recording and editing video news, or 
managing the student portal of the IAL website?  Want to publish your poetry or creative 
writing.  Journalism and Creative Writing is an elective course open to sophomores, juniors, and 
seniors, in which students will explore their creativity through writing.  Students will study 
exemplar journalism, poems, short-stories, and plays, and develop their own original projects.  
Students will be responsible for publishing a weekly newspaper and editing the weekly news 
reports.  Students will also explore creative nonfiction writing, gaining an understanding and 
appreciation for how authors turn fact into a compelling narrative.  Course prerequisites - 
English I 
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The History and Social Sciences Department 
The History Department at Inwood Academy for Leadership High School will prepare students 
to think critically about the world, its cultures, and the people who inhabit it.  Students will study 
history, politics, economics, geography, and the social sciences.  Throughout the courses, 
students will be challenged to think about bias and perspective, and will work to understand 
historical causation and contextualization.  The goal of the History Department is for students to 
better understand how our current reality was shaped by our past. 

Global History I (1 credit/semester) - HG11 

Global History I is the first course in a required two-year sequence in World History and 
Geography, which culminates in the Global History and Geography Regents Examination at the 
end of sophomore year.  Global History I covers world history from the earliest human beings, 
through the Agricultural Revolution, and up to the European Enlightenment.  Students will 
explore the characteristics of civilization, examine how and why human beings have created the 
socio-political systems that defined the planet, and will seek to understand both how human 
beings have shaped their environment, and how their environments have shaped them.  In this 
course, students will spend considerable amounts of time learning to analyze, contextualize, 
and understand primary and secondary source documents.  By the end of the course, students 
will have a detailed understanding of world history, as well as sharpened, analytical reading and 
writing skills. 

Global History II (1 credit/semester) - HG21 

In this second course in the Global History and Geography sequence, students will pick up the 
story of human history with the Enlightenment, and continue through the entirety of human 
history in the modern era up to the present day.  Students will understand how advances in 
collective learning unleashed a rapid period of growth, as well as how the world they began 
exploring in Global History I, in which disparate bands of hunter-gatherers eventually evolved 
into an increasingly interconnected and complex world.  The course will continue to emphasize 
historical reading and writing, with a more direct emphasis on preparation for the Global 
History and Geography Regents Examination at the end of the academic year. 

US History (1 credit/semester) - HU31 

US History is a junior year history course culminating in the US History Regents Examination.  US 
history explores the evolution of American democracy and beliefs.  Students examine the 
Declaration of Independence, the New York State Constitution, the US Constitution, the Bill of 
Rights, and other significant foundational government documents.  Upon completion of the 
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course, students will have a greater appreciation of the history of the country, its foundational 
documents and institutions, and its contemporary challenges. 

Economics (1 credits/semester) - HE51 

Economics is a required, semester-long course, typically taken in senior year, in which students 
will be given a broad understanding of the principles of economics and economic decision 
making, major concepts in the history of economics,  and the interdependence of the 
contemporary world’s economic system.  Time will also be spent considering issues of personal 
finance, with students learning about credit, loans, and money management.  

Government (1 credit/semester) - HG51 

Government is a required, semester-long course, typically taken in senior year, in which 
students will learn about the foundation of the American political system, its traditions and 
values, and the civic obligations of a United States citizen.  This course will include a survey of 
the history of the American political system, as well as detailed analysis of how the 
contemporary political system functions.  Upon completion of this course, students will have a 
stronger understanding of their own role within the US political system, as well as an 
appreciation of the important functions of citizenship in maintaining a stable, democratic 
system of government. 

Black and Women’s History (1 credit/semester) HB51 

Black History and Women’s History is a two-semester sequence for students interested in 
learning about perspectives which are often underrepresented in their history courses.  In the 
first semester, students will explore the history of the African diaspora, examining the culture, 
language, and political challenges that have informed this experience.  In the second semester, 
students will explore women’s history, seeking to understand and explore how women have 
lived in different eras in human history.  In both semesters, students will consider how past 
challenges continue to confront these groups, and will explore the people, movements, and 
ideas that seek to improve life and challenge the societal norms confronting these individuals.  
Course prerequisites: English I. 

Psychology and the Human Mind (1 credit/semester) - HP51 

What is memory?  How do babies learn to speak?  Why do we dream?  Students will 
contemplate these questions and dozens more as they explore the complexities of human 
thought.  Through case-studies, experiments, and investigation, students will seek to 
understand not only what we do know, but what we don’t, about psychology.  Students will 
also explore human behavior through the lens of psychology, trying to better understand why 
human beings act in the ways that they do.  Course prerequisites: English I. 
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The Science Department 
The Science Department at Inwood Academy for Leadership High School provides a varied and 
rich science curriculum in the life and physical sciences.  Students will learn to apply the scientific 
method to problems, will perform hands-on experiments to test hypotheses, will explore ways to 
accurately collect and analyze data, and will develop abilities in presenting research findings.  
The goal of the science program is to ensure that students have a rich and detailed 
understanding of the natural processes that define our world. 

Living Environment (1 credit/semester) - SL21 

Common Core Living Environment is a year-long science course which culminates in a Regents 
Examination at the end of the year.  In this course, students will study a diverse range of 
subjects, from the characteristics of living things, human reproduction, and climate change, to 
disease and future genetic advances in humanity.  Hands-on laboratory work will challenge 
students to stretch their analytical reasoning skills.  Students will leave the course with more 
effective problem-solving and communication skills, as well as a more rich understanding on 
the natural world in which we live. 

Earth Science (1 credit/semester) - SE51 

Earth Science begins with a simple question: what can the earth tell us about the past?  
Students begin their study of Earth Science with the Big Bang, and trace the record of the past 
left behind on the Earth’s surface.  Through both literacy-based exploration and laboratory 
work, students will explore the geologic history and evolution of life, the complexities of the 
weather systems, and the geography and climate of cities.  A particular emphasis is placed on 
the exploration of the local environment, such as using the natural geography of nearby Inwood 
Hill Park as a window through which to explore the world.  All students in Earth Science will be 
encouraged to take the Earth Science Regents Examination in June. 

 

Chemistry (1 credit/semester) - SC51 

Chemistry differs from other sciences in that it is abstract and challenging from the beginning.  
This challenge is valuable, as the study of chemistry will help students to understand the 
fundamental building blocks of nature, and how the biological world is a result of and subject to 
changes in matter.  Quantitative and deductive reasoning skills will help students to understand 
the abstractions of chemistry, and topics such as nuclear chemistry, chemical reactions, energy, 
electrochemistry, and organic chemistry will stretch students intellectually.  Students who have 
passed the course and completed the mandatory lab minutes will take the Regents examination 
in June. 
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Physics (1 credit/semester) - SP51 

The physical world is governed by a set of fundamental laws, and it is these laws that form the 
basis for the study of physics.  Mathematical reasoning skills are essential to success in physics, 
and, together with abstract and critical thinking, allow students to examine the complexities of 
the physical universe.  Students will explore waves, electricity and magnetism, motion, and 
modern physics.  Through a combination of labs and coursework, students will gain a more 
thorough understanding of both the known and unknown aspects of the universe.  Students 
who have passed the course and completed the mandatory lab minutes will take the Regents 
examination in June. 

Physical and Human Geography (1 credit/semester) - SP31 

How have the earth’s systems shaped and been shaped by human beings?  In this course, which 
satisfies the Physical Science requirement for high school graduation, students will explore the 
earth, its processes, and the manner in which humans have interacted with it over time.  
Physical and Human Geography is in many ways an interdisciplinary course, drawing on the 
social sciences to study human communities, institutions, cultures, and societies.  While this 
social science strain runs through the course, the majority of time will be spent looking at the 
earth systems and how they have been, and continue to be, modified.  The local community will 
be used as an exemplar throughout the course.  Course prerequisites: Living Environment 
credits and Regents. 

Medical Sciences and the Human Body (1 credit/semester) - SM51 

In Medical Science and the Human Body, an elective open to sophomores, juniors, and seniors, 
students will gain hands-on experience in the medical field, working toward CPR certification by 
the end of the course.  For students interested in becoming a doctor, nurse, physical therapist, 
or working in athletic training or sports medicine, this is an essential course.  Students will study 
the human body through the lens of medicine, examining common ailments and their 
treatment.  Students will work with dummies to practice CPR, and will create treatment plans 
for difficult “patients”.  By the end of the course, students will have a better understanding of 
the rigorous academic background needed for success in the medical field, as well as a more 
concrete understanding of the different fields of study they could pursue after high school. 

Anatomy and Physiology (1 credit/semester) - SA51 

Anatomy and physiology is an advanced medical course for students who have completed 
Medical Science and the Human Body.  If you have an interest in the medical field, then this is 
an ideal course, as it will be a requirement at the undergraduate and graduate level.  In this 
course, students will learn about the circulatory system, respiratory system, immune system, 
and more.  Students will also explore common health ailments, bones, muscle groups, and the 
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scientific and abstract thinking skills necessary for success in the medical field.  Course 
prerequisites: Medical Sciences and the Human Body. 

Introduction to Computer Science (1 credit/semester) - SC11 

Introduction to Computer Science is a one semester introductory elective course in computer 
science principles and computational thinking.  The course is an adaptation of the University of 
Berkeley’s Beauty and Joy of Computing.  Using the programming language SNAP!, students will 
learn about algorithms, variables, loops, and many more computer science concepts.  This 
course is highly interactive, with the majority of class time allotted to programming and 
debugging projects.  Any student with an interest in computers, technology, games, or problem 
solving is encouraged to take this course. 

Computer Science II (1 credit/semester) - SC21 

Computer Science II is an elective course and is the second semester continuation of 
Introduction to Computer Science.  This course continues to use SNAP! to build increasingly 
more complex projects.  In the second part of the semester, students will also begin to learn 
the programming language Python using Cloud9, a cloud-based Integrated Development 
Environment (IDE).   Python is a powerful programming language that can be used to program 
everything from the simplest blinking light to the most complex piece of software.  Course 
prerequisites - Introduction to Computer Science, or instructor permission. 
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The Mathematics Department 
The Mathematics Department at Inwood Academy for Leadership High School will provide 
students with a broad and solid set of skills around mathematical reasoning and problem 
solving.  Students will explore both theoretical and real life problems, developing the analytical 
skills necessary to understand and solve original and complex problems.  

High School Mathematics (1 credit/semester) - MH11 

High School Mathematics is a course designed to provide intensive support in math and 
problem solving skills.  This course is ideal for a student who does not have a high level of 
confidence in mathematics or a strong academic background in the subject.  By the end of this 
course, students will be able to enter either Intensified Algebra or Algebra Common Core, 
depending on an end of year assessment.   

Algebra Common Core (1 credit/semester) - MA21 

Algebra I courses provide instruction designed to prepare students for the Regents 
Examination.  Algebra I courses include the study of properties and operations of the real 
number system, evaluating rational algebraic expressions, solving and graphing first degree 
equations and inequalities, translating word problems into equations, operations with and 
factoring of polynomials, and solving simple quadratic equations.  Students in this course will 
take the Regents exam in June. Students on two year Algebra CC track will need to begin with 
Algebra Common Core MA11 followed by Algebra Common Core MA21.  

The Geometric World (1 credit/semester) - MT21 

Geometry courses, emphasizing an abstract, formal approach to the study of geometry, 
typically include topics such as properties of plane and solid figures; deductive methods of 
reasoning and use of logic; similarity, parallelism, perpendicularity, and proportion; and rules of 
angle measurement in triangles.  This course has a more practical, hands-on approach to 
mathematics than Geometry Common Core, and will explore real-world applications of the 
course concepts.  This is a non-Regents geometry course.  Course prerequisites: Algebra 
Common Core. 

Geometry Common Core (1 credit/semester) - MG21 

Geometry (Common Core) courses provide instruction designed to prepare students for the 
Regents Examination in Geometry (Common Core).  Geometry courses, emphasizing an 
abstract, formal approach to the study of geometry, typically include topics such as properties 
of plane and solid figures, deductive methods of reasoning and use of logic, geometry as an 
axiomatic system including the study of postulates, theorems, and formal proofs, concepts of 
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congruence, similarity, parallelism, perpendicularity, and proportion, and rules of angle 
measurement in triangles.  Course prerequisites: Algebra Common Core. 

Algebra II Common Core (1 credit/semester) - MA31 

Algebra II is designed to prepare students for the Regents Examination in Algebra II (Common 
Core).  Algebra II course topics include field properties and theorems, set theory, operations 
with rational and irrational expressions, factoring of rational expressions, in-depth study of 
linear equations and inequalities, quadratic equations, solving systems of linear and quadratic 
equations, graphing of constant, linear, and quadratic equations, properties of higher degree 
equations, and operations with rational and irrational exponents.  Course prerequisites: Algebra 
Common Core and Geometry Common Core. 

Entrepreneurship and Financial Literacy (1 credit/semester) - MF31 

Ever wanted to start your own business?  Ever wonder how to establish good credit, save for a 
major life purchase,save money for college, or invest in the stock market? This course will 
prepare students to set up a small business or nonprofit, work with percentages, budget 
effectively, take out and pay a loan, and understand taxes.  Students will understand the 
importance of credit, and will learn how to apply mathematical skills for best practices in debt 
management.  Students will leave the course with a solid and practical understanding of the 
mathematical necessities of adulthood.  Course prerequisites: Algebra I Common Core, 
Geometry Common Core or The Geometric World. 

Pre-Calculus (1 credit/semester) - MP31 

Pre-Calculus is an extension of concepts from Algebra II Common Core.  Students place a much 
greater emphasis in Pre-Calculus on exploring functions in the context of calculus.  In Pre-
Calculus, students will broaden their understanding of analytical geometry, trigonometry, and 
advanced algebra, and will study concepts such as continuity, rates of change of functions, and 
the polar coordinate system.  Pre-Calculus is not a state-mandated mathematics class, but is 
highly recommended for motivated mathematics students.  Students who take and pass Pre-
Calculus should speak with the math teachers and College and Career Success Department 
about the possibility of taking AP Statistics.  Course prerequisites: Algebra I Common Core, 
Geometry Common Core. 
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The Arts Department 
The Arts Department at Inwood Academy for Leadership High School offers a range of courses 
through which students can develop their abilities in creative expression.  Students work in a 
variety of mediums, with a range of tools, in an environment in which the only limitation is their 
imaginations.   

3D Design (1 credit/semester) - A351 

Enjoy building things?  Enjoy getting messy while creating art?   In 3D Design, students will learn 
the design principles, planning techniques, and technical skills necessary to create tangible 
artwork.  Students will develop their skills in visual art, working in a variety of mediums and 
with a multitude of materials.  Students will be able to showcase their work at the Inwood 
Academy Arts Night each fall and spring. 

Drawing (1 credit/semester) - AD51 

Incredible art can be made with the most simple of materials.  In Drawing, students will explore 
how to create complex and mature art with simple tools.  For students who dream of being 
cartoonists, animators, graphic artists, or fashion designers, drawing is an essential skill.  For 
students who like nothing more than to sit down with a sheet of paper and a pencil and sketch, 
this class will still be both challenging and enjoyable.  Students will be able to showcase their 
work at the Inwood Academy Arts Night each fall and spring. 

Painting (1 credit/semester) - AP51 

From the Sistine Chapel ceiling to the subway mural, painting is an integral expression of human 
creativity.  In Painting, students will learn to work with oils and watercolors, creating art from 
the simple to the complex.  If you have ever enjoy experimenting with color and style, and 
enjoy the challenge  of turning a blank canvas into art, then Painting is an excellent choice.  
Students will be able to showcase their work at the Inwood Academy Arts Night each fall and 
spring. 

Introduction to Woodworking (1 credit/semester) - AW11 

No other school in Upper Manhattan features a fully operational woodshop.  Filled with saws, 
sanders, drills, jigs, and music, the woodshop is an excellent place to build things from the 
practical to the imaginative.  In Introduction to Woodworking, students learn to safely and 
effectively build projects like boxes, shelves, and tables, and experiment with complex joining 
techniques.  Students will be able to showcase their work at the Inwood Academy Arts Night 
each fall and spring. 
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Advanced Carpentry, Building Maintenance, and Guitar Making(1 credit/semester) - AA31 

Students in Advanced Carpentry and Building Maintenance will apply the skills they learned in 
Introduction to Woodworking and in Woodworking II to more complex projects.  In addition to 
the more complex carpentry projects, students will be introduced to a range of building 
maintenance skills, from framing to electrical wiring to plumbing.  This is a great course for 
students interested in working in the construction or building trades after high school. 
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The Health and Physical Education Department 
The Health and Physical Education Department at Inwood Academy for Leadership High School 
seeks to improve the physical fitness of students, as well as empower them to make healthy life 
choices.  Students in Health and Physical Education will be challenged to push themselves, both 
physically and mentally.  Physical Education is a mandatory course every year of high school, 
because strong physical health is critical for success in school and life. 

Physical Education I-IV (0.5 credits/semester) - PP5(1-4) 

In Physical Education, students will learn the fundamental skills necessary for games such as 
basketball, handball, soccer, volleyball, and tennis.  Each year, students will be pushed to 
improve on their own performance, and will be challenged kinesthetically and emotionally, 
learning how to tap into their own character to push through difficult physical challenges.  One 
of the most exciting parts about Physical Education at Inwood Academy is the proximity to 
beautiful local parks, which will serve as the classroom when weather permits.  In the colder 
winter months, students will play indoor games, and improve their flexibility and strength in 
Yoga.  The Health and Physical Education Department at Inwood Academy believes that being 
pushed physically is one of the most fundamental ways to improve your character, and that is 
an area in which all students can succeed. 

Health (0.5 credit/semester) - PH51 

In Health, students at Inwood Academy will examine their own physical health, and will explore 
ways to make more healthy life choices.  Students will learn about the fundamentals of healthy 
physical activity, will learn how to read a nutritional label, and will learn how to effectively set 
and reach their own personal health goals.  A particular emphasis will be put on making healthy 
food choices, and students will learn to understand how their daily decisions impact their 
overall quality of life. 
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Athletics at Inwood Academy  
Inwood Academy for Leadership Charter School has a full slate of athletic teams for students 
wishing to push themselves beyond the classroom.  These teams are: 

PA51 

Sport Season 

JV Boys and Girls Basketball Fall 

Varsity Girls Volleyball Fall 

Varsity Boys and Girls Soccer Fall 

Varsity Boys Flag Football Fall 

Varsity Boys and Girls Basketball Winter 

Varsity Boys Wrestling Winter 

Track and Field Spring 

Varsity Boys Volleyball Spring 

Varsity Boys Baseball Spring 

Varsity Girls Softball Spring 
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The World Languages Department 
The World Languages Department at Inwood Academy for Leadership High School believes that 
comprehension of multiple languages strengthens academic language, literacy, and cultural 
knowledge.  The World Languages Department has courses that will challenge both native and 
non-native speakers, and includes skills in reading, writing, listening, and speaking.3   

Spanish I (1 credit/semester) - WS11 

Spanish I is an introductory level Spanish course that has a focus on comprehension of written 
and spoken Spanish.  The course is appropriate for native and non-native speakers, as it will 
have a stronger emphasis on written language use in Spanish for those who speak the language 
fluently.  Work in Spanish I aligns to the New York State Checkpoint A. 

Spanish II (1 credit/semester) - WS21 

Spanish II is an intermediate level Spanish course that sequentially build students toward 
mastery of the Spanish language in all of its dimensions.  Students will spend considerable time  
working on their reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills in the language.  Students in 
Spanish II will be expected to acquire more advanced Spanish vocabulary, including academic 
and idiomatic language.  Additionally, students will learn about select Spanish-speaking world 
cultures and histories.  Work in Spanish I aligns to the New York State Checkpoint B.  
Prerequisites: Spanish I. 

Spanish III (1 credit/semester) - WS31 

Spanish III is an advanced level Spanish course that sequentially build students toward mastery 
of the Spanish language in all of its dimensions.  This course builds students in their spoken and 
written Spanish language use.  Students are expected to research, write, and speak about 
cultural and political topics related to the Spanish speaking world throughout the course.    By 
the conclusion of the course, students will be prepared to take and pass the Languages Other 
Than English exam, which is required for students seeking the Advanced Regents Diploma.  
Work in Spanish I aligns to the New York State Checkpoint C.  Prerequisites: Spanish I and II 

Languages Other Than English Exam - Spanish 

Students seeking the Advanced Regents Diploma will need to take and pass the New York City 
LOTE Exam in Spanish.  Students will need to speak with the College and Career Success Team to 
schedule this exam, and may need to take the exam at a location other than Inwood Academy. 

                                                 
3 Students who have attended a Spanish speaking school before attending Inwood Academy should 
discuss native-language credit awards with the College and Career Success Department. 
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Special Education and English Language Learners  
The Special Education Department oversees the education of students with Individualized 
Education Plans or 504 Plans, and students who are English Language Learners. The 
department works to ensure that the school offers the correct educational plan in the least 
restrictive environment for each individual student.The following courses at Inwood Academy 
for Leadership Charter School are offered in sections of Integrated Co-Teaching: 

● English I - IV 
● Global History I 
● Global History II 
● US History 
● High School Mathematics 
● Pre-Algebra 
● Algebra I 
● Living Environment 

All Special Education and ELL students will register for classes with both a member of the 
Special Education Department and a member of the College and Career Success team to assure 
that they have a schedule with the proper services, including individual and group counseling 
services and Speech and Language Therapy, which are integrated into the daily schedules of 
students with mandated services. 

Fundamentals of (subject area designation)  (1 credit/semester) - EL51 

Fundamentals is a course for Special Education students, English Language Learners, or 
students looking for targeted credit recovery and personalized subject area support.  In this 
blended learning course, students will use ThinkCerca to receive personalized reading and 
writing instruction.  The course will be tailored to specific subject-area needs.  Fundamentals 
can focus on complex scientific texts, historical documents, current events non-fiction, or 
literary fiction, and is intended to constantly adjust to the performance of each individual 
student.  Special Education and ELL students are encouraged to speak with the Special 
Education and College and Career Success Department to determine whether the course is a 
good fit, and under-credited students should also consult with the College and Career Success 
Department to determine whether Fundamentals can be used for credit recovery. 
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Independent Study  
Independent Study (II51) at Inwood Academy for Leadership High School provides the 
opportunity for students to explore their own personal interests and passions in a more open-
ended format.  Students will produce an original piece of research work by the end of the 
course, and are expected to present their findings to the larger school community.  Independent 
Study is open to on-track seniors, and has the following procedures: 

❏ Determine the subject area in which you’d like to conduct an independent study 
❏ Find a faculty sponsor who will work with you during office hours on a weekly basis over 

the course of the semester 
❏ Have the faculty sponsor develop a syllabus and submit it to the Principal for approval 
❏ The Principal and Independent Study committee will approve, reject, or seek additions 

to the syllabus 
❏ Once a syllabus has been approved, the course will be added to your schedule 

 

Advanced Placement  
Advanced Placement (AP) is a designation for courses approved by the College Board.  AP 
courses are college-level courses, and are extremely time-consuming and challenging.  If a 
student wishes to take AP, they should speak with the teacher for that course, as well as the 
College and Career Success Department, before making this decision.  Students who score a 3 or 
higher on the AP exam may receive college credit for these courses. 

If a student wishes to take an AP course that the school does not have a certified teacher for, 
they should speak with the College and Career Success Department about blended learning 
options.  Students who take blended learning AP courses will be paired with a staff member in 
that subject area to provide assistance and support. 

Students can consider taking AP courses in the following subjects: 

❏ AP English Language and Composition (1 credit/semester)  
❏ AP Computer Science Principles (1 credit/semester)                                                                            
❏ AP World History (1 credit/semester) 
❏ AP US History (1 credit/semester) 
❏ AP Biology (1 credit/semester) 
❏ AP Human Geography (1 credit/semester) 
❏ AP Statistics (1 credit/semester) 
❏ AP Studio Art (1 credit/semester) 
❏ AP Spanish (1 credit/semester) 
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Internships and Service Learning 
Internships and Service Learning is an option for students wishing to acquire credits through a 
mixture of classroom and service projects.  In accordance with the New York City Department of 
Education Academic policies, these programs are aligned to New York State standards, have an 
associated classroom component, and are overseen by teachers in the subject areas of the 
service learning experience.   

Inwood Academy for Leadership offers service learning credits in the following course areas: 

❏ Art 
❏ Sports Management 
❏ Information Technology and  
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